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Alexander Aldrich
Commissioner

November 20, 1972

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register

Room 3209
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic

Places:

Knickerbocker Mansion, Schaghticoke, Rensselaer County

The above nomination has been reviewed and annroved
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preser-
vation in accordance with the criteria outlined in Section

2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the State Board for Historic Preservation,
the officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome
the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

Sincerely,

Mader (LA

ALEXANDER ALDRICH

————
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Schaghticoke in northwest Rensselaer County and the Hudson

structed on or adjacent to the site of a dwelling built by
Johannes Knickerbocker I after 1707. It has been speculated

M

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated in the Hoosic River Valley between the village of

River, the Knickerbocker Mansion is believed to have been con-

that the mansion itself may date from the first half of the 18th
century, but it is generally believed to have been completed

LY

Rectangular in shape and two and a half stories high, the dwelli
is composed of a wood structural system and of brick walls, laid
in Flemish bond and resting upon a foundation of coursed rubble.
In this case the offset occurs three courses of brick above the |
stone underpinning. The hip roof curves slightly where it meets
the plate and forms the eaves, and there are two interior |
chimneys located at the extremities of the ridge of the hip roofl
While the structure retains its eighteenth-century proportions, |
elements such as the window enframements, the bracketed cornice,
the metal drainage apparatus, the porch at the main entryway, the
detail in the pediments of the dormers and the slate roof illus-
trate the taste of the nineteenth-century occupants. ;

The main structure conforms to a basic design of its 1:3(.—‘:1‘11::&(?1;:1
2

The front of the south elevation measures five bays in |
length. Two dormers located in the second and forth bays provide
light to the garret. The central bay, well separated from the |

flanked by two contiguous windows which function as sidelights. |
The entrance is presently sheltered by a pedimented portico .
elaborated by nineteenth-century detail. |

On the east elevation there are three bays irregularly
arranged, and a dormer approximately centered on the facade.
The rear or north elevation is composed of four bays. At the

second-story level there are three windows, and at the first-story

level three windows plus a door which is centered on the facade,
surmounted by a rectangular transom, and flanked by two
contiguous windows.

On the west side of the structure stands a nineteenth-
century wing which occupies most of the west elevation of the
main structure leaving only one bay of windows exposed. The wing
is constructed of wood frame sheathed by clapboards and rests
upon a stone foundation without a cellar. A rectangular, gable-
roofed structure, it is essentially one and a half stories high
with one leanto extending the length of the north side and
another which occupies only half the length of the south side.
The wing is served by one interior end chimney on the west side
of the structure, and one interior chimney on the north side.
Access is possible by means of a door on the north elevation and

by a door into the leanto addition on the south. One window

4 3 5
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provides light, from the.south side of the.structure,.but.on.the  .|....
west-end.of the wing.the facade contdins’ three w1nd0hs on. the flrst._
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main structure from the|south and the north. The floor plan is

stor} level and two onthe ‘second.

.I"

Tﬁﬁ;Iﬁrge 31xiﬁaneieﬂ ﬁUt'Jﬂadors perm1t enfranée inte- the

half of the structure in part to accomodate the functions and the

rranged around a transverse hall. The main stairway, constructed
in one run with a center landing, is located in the hall but 1is
idden from view of the south or main entrance by a partition which
ivides the hall approximately in half. The basic arrangement of
wo rooms on each side of the hall has been altered in the west

_1rculat10n patterns altered by the constructlon of the west wing.

Eransvergahall above, arstairway which descends from the wing, and

ure. In the cellar the interior walls which support the framing
nd which run beneath the partition walls of the transvers hall are
omposed of brick-filled wood framing and measure one brick in
hickness. Some of the w1depﬂiuﬂ: flooring remains, but the chimney

. Bnd part.of -a partition.in. the west. half o£ the. structure. haueabeed_
.,.uﬁebu11t In the mlﬂ twentleth century -:;3;5_.- LNk 8 TR S

: In the storles above, a few uood mantels; one of Wthh is
tenciled, remain. On the second floor, in each corner shared by
n exterlor wall, a vertical wood framing member is either exposed
nd beaded or encased by wood. The garret is reached by a stairway
f one run which parallels the stair from the first story, on the
pposite side of the hall. The height of the roof, the presence of
nly two king POStS contiguous to the two chimneys.and the use of
ueen posts between the king posts, provides a substantial amount
f space in the garret.

West of the house stands a barn constructed of concrete blocks|.

o the northwest there is a barn complex, part of which may date

rom the early nineteenth century. A second barn on the property
as destroyed by fire within the past decade and no evidence of the
tructure is presently visable above the ground. |

Located on the property until destroyed by a flood in 1948 was

large oak tree which according to tradition was the '"Tree of Peacke

lanted by Governor Edmund Andros late in the seventeenth century.

n exterior stair and doorway on the south or front.of the strug-
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felfare." The planting |ceremony was intended to strengthen the
ink of friendship between the Mohawks of Caughnawaga Village and
he Hoosacs of Schaghticoke Village and also to strengthen the
l1liance between the Fort Albany militia and their River Scouts
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Mansion possesses both architectural and historic merit. The
dwelling, completed by 1770, is a notable example of its arch-
itectural type 1in Rensselaer County and in the area of the Upper
Hudson Valley. Occupied until 1946 by the Knickerbockers, the
structure is representative of a family which was prominent in
Schaghticoke and in Rensselaer County for nearly two and a half
centuries. Tradition has long associated the Knickerbocker
family of Schaghticoke and the brick dwelling with Washlngton

~ i 4 . o oS 'I-..l - ® . .
-F = “—q‘i—qﬂl '-n--— -w-—r. lp-l-—-l - ‘-“I -. ‘.'i Th 1! ‘.:r'. " ;"*-' h.i_.:f'!-. ¢
't -"'

‘With the approach of Queeﬂ Anne S War in 1703; Governor
Edward Cornbury authorized the construction of a m111tary outpos
in the area known as Schaghticoke. Fort Schaghticoke soon bec
headquarters for the Hoosac and Mohawk scouts who formed a vita
element in the defense system at the outermost reaches of the
colony of New York. In 1709 Johannes Knickerbocker I, son of
Harmon Janse Knickerbocker, a Dutch emigrant, became commander

-h-.l!:'.

Johannes Knickerbocker II functioned in the same context b
serving as Colonel of the Schaghticoke Militia based at the For
during the French and Indian War. He is known to have been a
member of Lord Howe's staff in 1758, at the time of the milita
engagements at Ticonderoga. However the geographic expansion o
the colony since 1709 and the accompanying security of land
formerly considered a frontier, permitted greater attention to
cultivation and construction. On or adjacent to the site of th

first structure erected by Jorannes I, Johannes Knickerbocker I
completed the present brick dwelling ca. 1770.

Johannes Knickerbocker II received a colohel's commission 1
the 14th Regiment on October 20, 1775, and raised a regiment in
Schaghticoke. He served in a nilitary capacity throughout the
IRevolution, and is known to have been wounded at the Battle of
Saratoga. In 1792 he became one of the first five members of
the New York State Assembly elected from Rensselaer County.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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_{His son, Johannes.Knickerbocker III, was .a lawyer who served, as. a |.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

“Colonél in’ the .State Miti'tia dutring tne ?ar of 1812 and" uas twice
elected to the State Assemblv . :

“THe maés ‘of "the Hwelling constructeﬂ' e Jﬁhannes TT has”
clearly retained its eighteenth-century pr0port10ns. Its design
adheres to the norm for rural dwellingsbuilt by landed families
of some wealth at this period: two stories in height, five bays
in length and covered by a hip - roof. As the rural seat of a
prominent family, it 1s particularly notable for its substantial
dimensions, and the resultant amount of interior space. Elements

on the exterior. both decorative and functional,

illustrate the

taste of nlneteenth centurv g”nETatanzOf the famllv
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LR ‘Thé“ﬁausé ﬂh& farm remﬁiﬁgﬁ i fh*" C%@Tﬁhcker family 'J% g
untll 1946 when it was purchased by Donald h31r Acquired in
1964 by the hnlukerbockel Historical Society, the house was open
| to the public as a museum until 1972 when it was closed for
Fessentlal repairs.
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