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NEW YORK STATE Ü PARKS & RECREATION • South Swan Street Building, South Mali, Albany, N. Y. 12223 

--

• 

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner 

Dr. William Murtagh 

• 

Keeper of the National Register 
Room 3209 
1100 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Dr. ~urtagh: 

• 

November 20, 1972 

• 

• 

As the Sta te Liaison. Officer, I am forwarding the 
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historie 
Places: 

Knickerbocker Mansion, Schaghticoke, Rensselaer County 

The above nornination has been reviewed and annroved 
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historie Preser
vation in accordance with the criteria outlined in Section 
2.2 of the Grants Guide. 

the 
the 

The staff of the State Board for Historie Preservation, 
officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome 
opportunity to discuss this submission with your office. 

• 

• Sincerely, 

ALEXANDER ALDRICH 
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----~--------~~l -------~~-~---~~---~--~~---17, DESCRi~TIO~--.---· ------~~·-· _____________ :' .. ~~---------t 
• 

CON DITION 
O Excellent O Good GJ F oi r ,..._.. _________ _ 

(Check On e) 

~ A ltered O Unoltered 

(Ch eck One) 

=:J Deteri oroted 

DESCR I BE THE PRESENT AN O ORIGINAL ( il k noi.v n) PHYSICAL APPE:AR ANCE 

O Ruins O Unexposed 

(Check Ono) 

[] Moved .fJ Origino 1 Si te 

Situated in the Hoosic River Valley between the village of 
Schaghticoke in northwest Rensselaer County and the Huason 
River, the Knickerbocker Mansion is believed to have been con-

1 

structed on or adjacent to the site of a dwelling built by 
1 

Johannes Knickerbocker I after 1707 . It has been speculated 1 

th~t ~he mans ion itse lf may date frorn the fi~st half of the 18th 
tint~ry, but . i~ .is generally be li eve d to h ave been ~ompleted .. 

• 
• 

... • . • .•• ,.. • ~ . ..,. • .. i .· : ~Y, , ~ ? .~ 9. . .. . " ·.;. . . . ... ; . . . . , . . . . .. . . . . .. .. " . ' . . . . . . . . . .. ·, 
r 4 • .. .¡•J -. ~ • • ' "' • • • "°" • J •¡ • • • • •" t •, • • ~ . •,\ f9' •"' • ·• · • • ._ 4 • .. • • • • • • .f • • • • • • _. '""\ • • • • f • • • . .. . . . . . ' . . . . . . . ·. . . . . . : . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . ... . . . . . . .·· . .... ·. ·• ', -. 

• 

. . . ., 
• • • • • 
• 

. . 
' 

The main structure conforms to a basic design of its period, 
Rectangular in shap~ and t\vo a11d a half stories high, the dwellí·1g 
is composed of a woo d structural system and of brick walls, laid 
in Flemish bond and re s ting upan a fo undation of coursed rubble . j 
In this case the offset occurs three courses of brick above the 11 

stone underpinning . The hip roof curves s light ly where it mee ts V" 

the plate and forms the eave s , and there are t wo interior 1 m 
chi~neys located at the extremities of the ridge of the hip r oof . m 
l~hile the structurc retains its eighteenth-.c entury propo~tions , 
elements such as the window enfrarne!nents, the bracketed cornice,

1 

the metal drainage apparatus, the porch at the main entryway, tij~ 
detail in the pediments of the dormers and the s l ate roof illus -

-
z 
V') 

trate the taste of the nineteenth-century occupants. 1 

The front of the south elevation me asures fi ve bays in 11 

lengxh. Two dormers located in the second and forth bays provid~ 
ligh~ t9 .the .ga!re t . . The centra l bay , well se.parat ed fr_<?m the , _¡ 

·· · fl:a·n.k·ing· :.p.a.it~ -; - i:s o«::cúpi".e<l ·ah · th·e · f "irs:t· '· s ·tory "' i ·evel ·by:: a. dQ.9r·,, .. 
flanked by · tlvO contiguous windo1~s l{hich function as sidelight·s . j 
The entrance is presently sheltered by a pedimented por tico 
elaborated by nineteenth-century de tail. 1 

On the east elevation there are three bays irregularly 
arranged, and a dormer approximately centered on the facade. 

' 

The rear or north elevation is composed of four bays. At the 
second-story level thereare three windows, and at the first-stor~ 
level three windows plus a <loor which is centered on the facade, 

1 surmounted by a rectangular transom, and flanked by two 
contiguous windows; 

On th.e west side of the structure stands a nineteenth
century wing which occupies most of the west elevation of the 
main structure leaving only one bay of window.;exposed. The win 
is cons,tructed _ o.f woo d frame sheathed by clapboards and rest s 
upon a stone foundation ·without a cellar. A rect~ngular, gable
roofed structure, it is essentially one and a half stories high 
with one leanto extending the length of the north side and 
another which occupies only half the length of the south side. 
The wing is served by one interior end chimney on the west side 
of the structure, and one interior chimney on the north side. 
Access is possible by means of a door on the north elevation an 
by a door into the leanto addition on the south. One window 
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a in structure from the south and the north . The floor plan is 
rranged around a transver~hall . The main stair,~ay , constructed 

·n one run '~ ith a center landing , i s located in the hall but is 
idden from viel~ of the south or main entrance by a partition whic 
ivides t he hall approximate ly in half. The basic arrangement of 
wo rooms on each side of the hall has been altered in the west 
alf of the structure in part to accomodate the functions and the 
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.:·:.~ .... ·,:::·:.:.-:::·.··· .. ·.::: .. ·" ... :~ ..... .. e : : ..... ~.~· ·'!-··:· .~·J. ··:::. ·.~ •. ,..+;~.e: . ~.~.~ : ·~_. ..... 'l;~-~:e · .. .J:1 ... . . fo'" • . .. . : .. • ~··· • ·~~.· • .... " :· •• · -~ ,-•• ,. .... .......... , .. < .: •• • =·~· 
· · · ·· ran s ver~ hall· above , a .. stair1vay· 'vhich descends fron1 the 1v1ng, and 

n ex t erior s t ai r and door1iav on the south or fron t of thc stru -, 
ure. In the cellar the interior wa lls which support the framing 
nd lih ich run beneath the partition walls of the transver~ hall ar 
omposed of brick-filled wood frami ng and measure one brick in 
h i c k ne s s . Sorne o f t he \vi de p 1 a n k f 1 o o r in g re ma in s , bu t t he ch imn y 

. ~. '. ·: .. :· : .·: : . :··.. . p 4 .. !1..-ª:~·~ : .9~f . ·.a., . p. ~·~·.t ~ .t.~ p ti. =. ·~?:: ~ h 7 . .-.' '·" ~.$ .¡:: :.~:~·~ f. : ·.~ ~~ . ~?E;· .. ~.~ r.~_.c }::y~~ .. ; ~~Y:·~ ... ,P.:e,e· · .. ~~:.:. . .":; ·· .. = 

'. · ':. · · , ,. . · .. e ~.U 1.~ t .... In·. ·t.he_. :m~ d.- ~~v:eJ1-~·1· e th c,ert t_:ur.y·... .. .. . ... : ·: ·:: ., ·· .. . .. . .. ..... · ·:·::. . . : ~·· :-;.··~ ... · ·-_ · .. ·, : . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 
# •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • ": • ' . .. ~~ 1· • •• • • • • • ... • • • • .. • • .. 

\ . .. . . . . . . .. . . ,. .-. . . . 
. . : . In . the s torie s above , a fe\v ,,·ood · rrian t e l s , one of lvhich i s 

tencil ed , remain. On the second floor , in each corner shared by 
n exterior wal l, a vertical \{OOd frarn ing mernbe.r is either exposed 
nd beaded or encased by wood. The garret is reached by a stairwa 
f one run which parallels the stair from the first story, on the 
pposite side of the hall. The height of the roof, the presence o 
nly two king posts ~ontiguous to the two chimneys ~ and the use of 
ueen posts be~we~tl the king posts, provides a sub§tantial amount 
f space in the garret . 

West of the house stands a barn constructed of concrete blocks. 
o the northwest there is a barn cornplex, part of which may date 
rorn the early nineteenth century. A second barn on the property 
as destroyed by fire within the past decade and no evidence of the 
tructure is presently visable above the ground. 

-

Located on the prope~ty until destroyed by a flood in 1948 was 
large oak tree which according to tradi tion i.¡as the ''Tree of Pea e'' 

lanted by Governor Edmund Andros late in the seventeenth century. · 

SEE CONTINUATION SHE T 
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oql.:1-<;>n , a Hoosac_ .\va:rrior, . . in a sp~ei;::h mac;ie . in 1.702 , . refe.rs .t .o .a . . , . . 
:t:r .. ,_,.k .. e:·~,:. : .. ~~\f)"I~~é·{f:~-a.t;·.;;·; ·s~fi.:a,gn·f::t~c.c5-ke~{b'y~ .. :-0·b.v:~~t.h:o ;t~~x-n-.·~~&·~:·~ ~~:s:.~~~~~~.~;~~r~é--e<~,. .. ~º:f'·~~·:~~:._· .. ~: ~·;~;'.:;~;-~ ·.:~·~:· ·~·::~ 
Ve 1 fa re .' ' The p 1 an ting ceremony \\·as in tended to s trengthen the 

and ink of friendship bet\v~en the 1'1oha\,rks of Caughna\vaga Vil l age 
he Hoosacs of Schaghticoke Village and also to strengthen the 
lliance between the Fort Albany militia and their River Scouts 
ollowing a long period of hosti li ties . 
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S. SIGNIFICANCE !I 

PERIOD (Ch eck Onc or f,fore a s Appropr is t c) 

O Pre·Columbio n O 16 th Century 

O 15th Century O 17 th Century 

SPECIFIC O A TEI Sl ( lfA ppl icab l c andKnoivn) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One º' ,\1o re a s A ppropriste) 

Abor ig inol 

O Preh is tor ic 

O H istorie 

O Agriculture 

~ Architecture 

0 Art 

O Commerce 

O Communico tions 

O Edvcotion 

O Eng ineering 

O lndust ry 

O lnvention 

O Londscope 

Arc h itccture 

O Literoture 

~ Militory 

OCJ IBth Cen tury 

6(J 19th Ccntury 

O Politicol 

O Religion/ Phi. 

losophy 

O Science 

C Sculpture 

O Soc1ol/ Humon

itorion 

...--, Theoter 

r Cons erv.otion - ·• · T 

. ' • 
[) ~vt h Century 

O Urbon Plonning 

O Other (Spccify) 

• 
. . - • .. • , _ ~ 1 •• _w~ ~ • • • . • . • ron.s~cr tot1~n • • ." · . . • . . :. . . • 

., . . . . . . . . . . .· . . · . . ' . . ·: STATE'-<IEN;. df'" SIGNIF (;.:.NCE 
.... . .. - ... . . ··- . . · . . . . . ..... . . . . , . . . . . .. . .. . . . .... . . • ..... ·"' ~ . - ~ ~ 

~~··. ·~. ·-~r.:.~ ·: ~ ·t···:J,~·:: .. ~.: .:·.~\·.:~ ·,.:e:, . :-~:-::.-.:~~1'fi~·'::.:í'u~·á1t ; se~'t .:;b.~fi ~:-~~~· p'~·&)ft~í.n~ét1~~·~-iim1~·11:.:;.:;;~#~~-í~R:·iirf'!té:-tÍ)~¡c;.'cU1§ ~;-·· ~::,;-~ ~·.-.~¿. ~ .. ... ,.·;.::;:r 
' . Mansion possesses both architectural and historie merit . The f 

d'\velling , comp leted by 1770, is a notable example of i ts arch - [ 
itectural type in Rensselaer Cou11ty and in the area of the Uppe:· 1 
Hudson Valley . Occupied_untii 19;6 by th~ K~ickerbock~rs , t~e l 
structure is representat1ve o a amily w ic was prom1nent in ¡ 
Schaghticoke and in Rensselaer County for nearly two and a half t 
centuries. Tradition h~s long associated the Knickerbocker ~ 
f arnily of Schaghticoke and the brick d\vell ing \vi th lVashington f 

z 
o 
-
u 
""""' Ir.v.t.n.g. ' s. f~p.i _c.kerp 9c;ke1:. !lis t9~.'- .- C?f .. ?~e.1·.r Yor~ .. · .. · .. :.· ·, ...... ·.;.;·· .·.·- : ... . -. ..... .- . :. ·<: 

'* 1 • . • ~ • , . • • • • • • • ~ ,. ' • • • " • • •• ? • ... . , I = • I . • , • ••·• -"'- • .. . • . • . t • • • • • • .. • • • , • •' , >' • • .. • , , .,.. . _. 
.... .. \. • . . .. .. .. • •• .... • • • • ,..·;... • : • • • ¡ • . • ~.. • • ·'· · ·~· .. # 1,,. .-- ' .. ~ , . "' : .. .. ., .= • -:..,. .... . ..: .• · . .. .... . · ._· · ~ . ='(• ~· . ·.t ~· ~.... . . ... •; ~· • •• ! .• .. ~ . .. .......... .. , ... , .. ,, ~ . •: ... · ..... ~ f ... ..... · '-' · :,: • • - ~ ... ... ' • ... .,, .,. • • 

•• • "' • . ... • • .. • • . • ••• t ~, .. , . • • • , .. • . • ,. ' ' • • • ~ .. .. • • •. • • . • • 11, '\. • • • .. • • • • ,. • • • • • • • • • • .,,. • ... . .... . . . . . . . ,. ···· · · . .. ·· ~ . .. . . .. . . ., . . . . . . • . .. . . 
·· · · ~: · ·· · · .··.,~ith the app roach of Qtiee·n .~rine ' s iva·r 1n 1703 ; Gove rr1or · · · ._ 

z 
-

• UJ 

Ed\vard Cornburv authorized thc cons truction of a mi litary outpost 
in the area kno\-:n as Schaghticoke . Fort Schaghticoke soon becru '.e 
headquarters for the Hoosac and )lohmvk scouts who formed a vita:. 
element in the defense svstem at the outermost reaches of the . ' 
colony of New York . In 17 09 Johannes Knickerbocker I, son of 
Harmor1 Janse Kn i c;l\,~ rbockE;! , a . Dut.ch em].gr.ant, .. bec.am.e, co.mm.a:p.<;1.er . . .. 

.. · ·· :· ... ~ :: · ·, · -~ ~ tq:. · .... ~· :: ~-- .<? ¡~:·.!{~ r:-t .' ·5 c·J:i.·~·gJit.i t pk~.~=· > 9b:~ ajjti·é d "_: ·t}1. ~·: · .'f i r·~'.ti_··~ ·f.aniiX a:n d" ·in·: ·t ñ'.e . :.:: .-... ~ .. : '.··:~-::. ·:: .~:·:. >: .. · .. :-. :f* . . . '' s h h . . k. . 1 ' d . . . <l . .. . . . 1 ~"··: ....... .. ~- ·: ,:: : . . ~ .ag z.t1co .e., aQ . 1ni tJ.:at.e .·:i t s ... se:tt l emon.t ..... · .. · . ··· · ·. · · .: .. ·. ~ '. · · · .. · : 

• 

Johannes Knickerbocker II func tioned in the same context b, . 
• 

serving as Colonel of the Schaghticoke Militia based at the Far·: 
during th.e French. and Indian \\·ar . He is known to have been a 
member of Lord H0\'7e's staff in 1758, at the time of the militar.,· 

• 
engagements at Ticonderoga. Holvever the geographic expans ion o: 
the colony since 1709 and the accompanying security of land 
formerly considered a frontier, permitted greater attention to l 

cultivation and construction. On or adjacent to the site of th~~ 
first structure erected by Jor·?.nnes I, Johannes Knickerbocker r:: 
completed th.e present brick d'\velling ca. 1770 • 

• 

Joh.annes Knickerbocker II receivea a colbhe"l' s -commission :.n 
• • • • • 

the 14th Regiment on October· 20, 1775, and raised a regiment in 
Schaghticoke. He served in a r1ilitary capacity throughout the 
Revolution, and is known to have been wounded at the Battle of 
Saratoga. In 1792 he becarne one of the first five members of 
the New York State Assernbly elected from Rensselaer County. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 
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8 . SIGNIFICANCE 

· l{i.s $On ,. .J9han.nes .Kn i-C.ke~bocker Il.I ,_ ·\~as .. a _ ·l.a1vyer. ·1vho .s~rved. as. a .. 
· -'.'¿:q iºoºnel: 'í 'n• th'e·::state .. :iri'li:ºtí·a ·durºíng ··the .t·jay . o:f ··1·s12 ·'anci · \~;·a.s· ti.;ic·e· 

e .. lected ·ta t he State Assembl\r·. · · . · · ·.. · · , 
• . . -. . . . . . . . . . 

• • .. • • • • • ., • • . .;- - # • • • • • • • • 

• 

• • "~ t• - .,... ,,,, . •. • , ·· • • .•.. • • ,• ,• •' • • .. l" • • •. • • • • t • • . • • ... #ºA . ~·- • •. •·!;·.~,.• •. • .• • ·• • ·, f • • ,.. •' "º ' • • . J • •'-. .. •• • •• . .. • - •" • 
•"'-'·; .... - . .... \.'- ..... ,, -; . ... :• .. "' ... • ... .:. ... • .. _., • • ·.: •• 1 ": ' i .... 'lt' -::.:~,~· ~: ... -...r-. ~.i-Á ·~· ., .. : • --.~ ':.,. ... . ~--! \.'~·, ~- '"-1>.,t -!J.. .. .. ~ ~.~.; ..;'~ _-J.•.: ..... ~~.~"*':~ "".~k""4. · .... • - :\. .• .i>'. ~ ~ .. ; .· -.~ . :: ~ -~ .·.: t.~j ; ......... ~~ ·:..·· .. . .. 1:,·., ..... ....... ._ .... ·, ·-· .. : : -:".: ~" \. ....... =: .. .: ....... ~ ·:·· ...... .. ~ .... · ...,. • '"1• 

· ·. . , · ··· · ·, ...... · · ·. =- · · ·: · :' ... ~.- ·:: ~ · · Tñ e .. ·~m:a:s 5·,·:º f ·~ ·t fi ·é·· ·a1.,e ·r·11 n·g· ·" .C«:»n s-1·r u et ·e-d; ·"oy .. · J ·o h an ii es .. r r· ... h·a·s ·· · ..... ·.;·· · · .... ~·. · 
clearly retained its eightecnth -century proportions . Its design 
adhe r es to the norm for rural d1<ell i ngsbuilt by landed families 
of sorne wealth at t h is period : t1;0 stories in height, five bays 
in l ength and covered by a hip - roof . ~~s the riJral seat of a 
prominent family, it i s particularly no tabl e for its substantial 
dimensions, and the r esultant amount of interior space . Elements 
on the exterior. both decorative and functi onal , illustrate the 
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